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Dear Dr. Yang:

I had the pleasure to see Ms. Chu today for initial evaluation for facial pain.

HISTORY OF PRESENT ILLNESS
The patient is a 70-year-old female, with chief complaint of facial pain symptoms.  The patient tells me that she has been having pain symptoms for the last one year.  Described the majority of pain is from the right ear, radiating to the right face.  Sometimes go to the right cheek and right jaw.  Also pain radiates to right forehead.  It is described as a sharp shooting sensation.  She tells me that it happens almost every day.  Described as electrical sensation.  The patient has been taking carbamazepine 20 mg two pills twice a day.  She tells me that this medication is helping her.  However, when she skips a day, her pain will all come back.  Denies any hemiparesis, hemibody sensory changes, diplopia, dysarthria, or dysphagia.
PAST MEDICAL HISTORY
High blood pressure.

PAST SURGICAL HISTORY
Left wrist surgery.

CURRENT MEDICATIONS
1. Losartan.
2. Atorvastatin.
3. Carbamazepine 20 mg tablets two tablets twice a day.
4. Amlodipine.
5. Trazodone.
ALLERGIES
No known drug allergies.

SOCIAL HISTORY
The patient is widow.  The patient is four children.  The patient is not working.  The patient does not smoke.  The patient does not drink alcohol.  The patient does not use illicit drugs.

FAMILY HISTORY
Mother has heart disease and high blood pressure.  Father and sibling are also high blood pressure.

IMPRESSION
Trigeminal neuralgia, right-sided.  The patient has classic description of trigeminal neuralgia with sharp shooting sensation from the right ear shooting to the right cheek and sometimes right jaw.  Sometimes even to the right forehead.  The patent has been taking carbamazepine 200 mg pills, two pills twice a day, and has been helping her.  When she forgets to take it for one day, it would be painful again.

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. Explained the patient of the above diagnoses.

2. I will prescribe for gabapentin 300 mg one p.o. b.i.d.  The patient tells me that she has not started taking gabapentin yet.  I would like her to take 300 mg one pill b.i.d.  If she is able to tolerate it may increase it to 300 mg one pill t.i.d.
3. Recommend the patient continue to take the carbamazepine 200 mg pills, two pills twice a day.
4. Other treatment options for trigeminal neurology would include CyberKnife therapy.
5. We will follow up with the patient on May 30, 2022.  She is able to tolerate the gabapentin, I may increase the dosage of it.
Thank you for the opportunity for me to participate in the care of Yuzhi.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time.









Sincerely Yours,
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